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Dear Members:

It's almost Spring and the buds are popping osateth

are a few tiny blades of green grass in my yaelpgk Photo Gallery 2
trees are dusting my truck with yellow pollen, dind ~ etter from the Editor 3
wanting to go out and enjoy the warmer weathas. It

also a great time to reaccess what | want to dthieer ~ LWEN Celebrations 4
rest of this year. My first thought is to go onieenlong March Program Flyer 5
vacation with my husband to Hawaii, but since thatt

happening, | better get to work on completing mglgo Featured Business 6
as President of LWEN and | need the membership's LWEN Ads 8,9
assistance!

| have been so pleased to see so many new menoietSYEN and to also see the 2011 Network Woman 10
retention of our seasoned members. The Membersivgdhave been very successf °f the Year Spread

and the recent New Member Orientation was a hugeess! | saw just as many of ou

regular members as new members attend and theeisasiards were being traded lik Member Brags 12
crazy. What | really enjoyed seeing was the seasar@mbers answering questions Executive Board 13
for the new members and sharing what LWEN has meathem. The LWEN goal for

membership i400 membersso please keep that in mind and help our very busy  February Minutes 14
LWEN Board of Directors make their goal of 100 memsbbefore August 2011. 2011 Conference Flyei 16
Finally, another goal is to have 100% member pgdton in WIN on

www.abwa.org If you have not signed up, please contact acbowmmber who will be

very happy to assist you.

The newMembers Visiting Membeidea has really picked up speed with one of our ) )
own members going out on her own to do just thad, osting it in our Yahoo Groups American Business

mail. Way to go Jen! “Shop ABWA/LWEN First” has mbers considering their Women'’s Association
ABWA members' businesses before heading to a nanb®eor non-local business.

| must thank the LWEN Board of Directors for makimy job much easier as we hit
our halfway mark of the year. | want to thank owemfbership for being so involved,
asking questions, offering suggestions, and matkiisgorganization the best I've ever diverse occupations
been involved with. And please - contact a boarchber if you want to be involved 5.4 o provide

on a committee or if you are interested in beconaifigpard member. You are all

The mission of the

is to bring together
businesswomen of

amazing! opportunities for them
to help themselves and
Happy Spring! others grow personally

and professionally
+  through leadership,

ABWA
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Debbie Waskow

President, 2010-2011 BEST TRACTICES education, networking
www.abwalwen.org 2009 2010 support, and national
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recognition.
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Hello LWEN members,

| was glad | made it to the February meeting and @nored to be in the presence of so
many members that were acknowledged for Network Afoof the Year. This award not
only honors the woman who is being recognizedisih Aonors all of us as it shows us the
best that we can become and the best that we baféet to ABWA.

| would like to thank everyone for the positive trifsutions they have made to me about the newslette
Keep it coming. This newsletter is about all of Us.the meantime, continue to support your local
businesses and the LWEN/ABWA family by using thmisinesses first. See ya at the Luncheon.
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Kathryn Knotts, Attorney for The Carlson Law Firm,
P.C. and Debbie Waskow, Superior Auto Service, dad
"one on one" visit about their respective busingdast
week over lunch. Until recently, Kathryn was livimg
Killeen, and working at The Carlson Law Firm there.
She was offered and accepted a position to ruBiian
office for The Carlson Law Firm. The Bryan office
specializes in Personal Injury, Medical Malpractad
Bankruptcy. They also handle Criminal, Family, and
Immigration law. If you are ever in need for Kathiy
legal services in her field, please give her a.call

Debbie Waskow (left) and Kathryn Knotts (right)

On February 10, LWEN members, Barbara

Holley, Brandi George, and Debbie Waskow met at a

local restaurant to visit with Dara Neyland aboet h

photography businesdara may photography Dara has

two degrees from Louisiana Tech in Graphic Desiget a

Photography and has been in the business for ten

years. Dara's love is photographing Home and Garden

Landscape for ads, magazines, and other mediurshieut

also enjoys the portrait aspect such as familyraibst

and child/newborn photography. Check out Dara' webs

and you will see she has so much talent in othigjests

too! | personally enjoy her action and nontraditib

photos. Dara also has a great Facelfankpage and she

blogs at http://darasnoplacelikehome.blogspot.com/

Thanks Barbara and Brandi for joining me so we d¢oul Barbara Holley(left), Debbie Waskow(center), Dara
learn more about Dara addra may photography Neyland(center) and Brandi George (right)
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We would like to extend our thanks to and acknowled ge the Door Prize Donors for
February:

Debbie Holladay B-CS Tax Group

Jessica Lavender Farmers Insurance Group

Geanna Kincanon G-Con Biotherapeutics

Sheree Boegner Sassy Sheree

Jennifer Burnett C. C. Creations

Candace Hollis American Classifieds

Shasta Horn Aamco Transmissions & Total Car Care
Shelly Humphrey Prosperity Bank

Debbie Johnson/Trevor Carney  Innovative Fithess

Diane Carmichael DoubleDave's Pizzaworks

Heather Simmen Pride Cleaners
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Judy Rekieta
122 West 4th St.
Hearne, TX 77859
979.279.1402
jrekieta@firstvictoria.com

Director of First Ladies/First Gentlemen for First Victoria customers in the Brazos Valley

s s sy

i
ABWA's Proud Code of Conduct i
i
1. Al members will serve as goodwill ambassadors foei
American Business Women’s Association.
2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs amﬂmctlonsi
to interfere with the representation of ABWA’$ssion.
3. Members will always treat their member coIIeagug;als;estsi
vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fmrnleﬂ;egrlty, $ % &™ (% ()
responsibility, kindness, and in good faith. i
4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA Nationl

ot

Chapter and Express Network Bylaws. i Yo

5. Members will not use their personal power to adeatiteiry : #
personal interests. i A, 0+

6. Members will strive for excellence in their profess by; 14 o+ 3

maintaining and enhancing their own business kndgéeanc
skills, and by encouraging the professional develut of othe:
members. ] ’

) Get Ready to WIN at +, ,+ - i
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Support your Local Newsletter AND Advertise Yourdsuess
in the LWEN Newsletter. Your Ad will also appear thre
Website.

The cost of being able to advertise is less thiameheon a
month. You won't find a better deal anywhere.

Contact Miriam Rieck, VP of Communications @
miriam@bigyelladawg.com
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Geanna graduated from Texas A&M University with a
Bachelor of Business Administration in Management and
Psychology. She has earned her Senior Professional in
Human Resources (SPHR) certification and has more
than 20 years' experience in the field and in industries
including biotherapeutics, telecommunications, and
consumer goods and services. Geanna is currently the
Human Resources and Compliance Manager at G-Con
Biotherapeutics, LLC.

As an active member of the Brazos Valley Society for
Human Resource Management (BV-SHRM), she is
serving her second term on the Board as the Vice
President of Membership. Geanna joined ABWA in 2007
and has since held many leadership positions in Leading
Women Express Network (LWEN), the Bryan College
Station Charter Chapter and the Houston Area Council
(HAC). She was nominated as LWEN's Network Women
of the Year 2010 and was recently named LWEN's Top
Ten Candidate for 2011.

Geanna enjoys living in Bryan College Station, is actively
involved in the community and volunteers with various
service organizations. She balances her life with family, is
the mother of four, Brandon, Brittany, Brooke and
Brayden and is a grandmother to Nevaeh.

On winning the 2011 Woman of the Year Award Geanna

says: “Thank you for your support! My

passion for ABWA is what drives me to learn more about this awesome organization. You have all
contributed to making me a stronger, wiser businesswoman and leader. | am forever grateful and
honored...truly a moment in my life | shall never forget. Thank you!”

Debbie Waskow is in her 7th year as a member of the Leading
Women Express Network and the ABWA. She has served on
the LWEN Executive Board four years and is currently serving
as President. Debbie was LWEN’s Top Ten Candidate for
2008 and 2009. She is part owner of Superior Auto Service
and XPRESS Rent-A-Car in Bryan. She is an accredited
automotive manager but prefers to work in her field of choice,
law, which she has been in for 24 years. Debbie works for
local attorney, Robertson Neal, in downtown Bryan. Debbie’s
newest venture is becoming a Juice Plus+ distributor. Debbie
supports the local animal shelter and the Alzheimer's
Association, including the annual Memory Walk.
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Debbie Holladay withdrew herself from consideration as she was
the WOY Committee Chair.

Since joining ABWA in 2007, Debbie is active with the Leading
Women Express Network, Bryan-College Station Charter Chapter
and the Houston Area Council. She has held many positions such
as: Publicity, Newsletter, VP of Marketing and Membership, Council
Delegate, Financial Officer, Houston Area Counsel Women of the
Year and 2011 Chairwoman, ABW Day celebration and National
Conference Credentials Committee. In 2009, she was LWEN's
Protege award recipient. Currently Debbie is employed by B-CS
Tax Group, Inc. and has over 20 years experience in the Tax and
Accounting field. She enjoys giving back to her community by
volunteering with various service organizations within the Brazos
Valley and currently sits on the board of a non-profit organization.
Debbie is married to Ben, co-owner of B&M Equipment Service and
the mother of four wonderful sons; Christopher, James, Blake and
Dusty.

Denise Joiner grew up in Bryan and married her high school
sweetheart, Michael. Denise and Michael moved to Ruidoso, NM
in 1986 and returned home in 1995. While in Ruidoso, she worked
in the Lodging and Hospitality Industry. When Denise moved back
to Bryan, it was to pursue a career in Banking. Denise has worked
for three local banks and is currently the Banking Center Manager
for First Victoria's newest bank in College Station on copperfield
Pkwy.Denise has been a member of ABWA/LWEN since 2007.
She was the 2007 — 2008 Protege Award winner for LWEN,
served on the LWEN Board as VP of Marketing & Publicity, VP of
Programs and VP of Networking. She served as a committee
member with a local troop of the Boy Scouts of America for seven
years; volunteers for Bryan ISD HOSTS Program, Alzheimer's
Memory Walk and is a member of The Junior League of Bryan
College Station. She strives to grow personally and professionally
through strong involvement in her community.

Desarie Hobbs is a native Texan and graduated from Texas
A&M University in 1996 with a BS in Agricultural
Development. Desarie began her career in real estate as a
local real estate agent and in 1998 joined the mortgage
lending department of a local bank in Bryan. She is currently
a Residential Mortgage Loan Officer at JP Mortgage Group.
Desarie has been involved with the Bryan-College Station
Regional Association of Realtors, College Station Rotary
Club and is currently serving a third term on the executive
board of the Leading Women Express Network and serving
as Secretary of the Wheelock Civic Association.
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2010-2011 LWEN EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
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February Meeting Minutes

By
Jennifer Burnett, VP of Administration

49 Members
16 Guests
65 Total in attendance

11:30 —11:45 A.M.

Members and Guests arrived, networked and viewed the Silent Auction items and visited the
Member Resource Table to sign up for Professional Development Articles.

11:45 A.M. (Please begin lunch)

Debbie Waskow welcomed Members and Guests and lead the reciting of the ABWA Mission
Statement.

Desarie Hobbs was unable to attend the meeting due to bad weather, so Lina Lawson lead the
Member & Guest Introductions.

12:00 P.M.

Debbie Holladay recognized the past Network Woman of the Year Nominees and Recipients.
Debbie Holladay also recommended that members log on to WIN and review the Network
Woman of the Year form and work towards qualifying for nomination next year.

Committee members Barbara Holley and Carma Kubu announced the nominees for Network
Woman of the Year: Desarie Hobbs, Denise Joiner, Debbie Waskow, Geanna Kincanon and
Debbie Holladay. Debbie Holladay declined her nomination due to her commitment to the
Network Woman of the Year Committee obligations. The Network Woman of the Year was
awarded to Geanna Kincanon.

12:45 P.M.

Debbie Holladay announced Heather Simmen, owner of Pride Cleaners, as the Featured
Business of the Month.

12:50 P.M.

Denise Joiner and Shasta Horn presented the door prizes.
Pamila Johnson announced the winner of the 50/50 Drawing: Carma Kubu.

Pamila Johnson announced the Silent Auction Winners.
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1:00 P.M.
Debbie Waskow asked for member announcements.

Lina Lawson reminded everyone about the Spring Membership Drive.

Miriam Rieck asked membership to submit newsletter articles with the authors name included in
the email to ensure proper credit in the newsletter.

Kris Ann Martin announced the ABWA B/CS Chapter Ribbon Cutting on February 22, 11:30 AM
at the Chamber of Commerce office.

Kim Rank reminded everyone that they can buy their flowers and Valentines gifts at HEB Tower
Point Market.

ABWA Women of Excellence (WE) is hosting a pancake breakfast at Applebee’s on February 19
from 7 AM to 10 AM.

Sue Corrington announced that the Bryan Downtown Association is having an open house on
Saturday from 2 to 5 to view available spaces downtown.

Deborah Cowman announced that June, Scobee Rodgers will be at the Brazos Museum of
Natural History for a book signing .

Debbie Johnson announced that Innovative Fitness was giving away a free 30 day full access
pass to their new fitness center, including Zumba classes.

Debbie Holladay reminded the membership about the upcoming HAC ABWA Mixer on February
22 at the Republic from 5 PM to 7PM.

Debbie Waskow thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting and remember, shop
ABWA/LWEN members businesses first!

2011 Network Woman of the Year
Winner and Previous Year Recipients:
Lina Lawson(2004),

Tina Gandy(2008),
Geanna Kincanon(2011),
Cindy May(2010), and
Denise Pineda(2007)
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